So                           EMOTION

men are so contented to be dull! There is
little speculation or animation or intelligence
or interest among us, and people who desire
such an atmosphere are held to be fanciful,
eccentric, and artistic. It was not always so
with our race. In Elizabethan times we had
all the inventiveness, the love of adventure,
the pride of dominance that we have now;
but there was then a great interest in things
of the mind as well, a lively taste for ideas,
a love of beautiful things and thoughts.
The Puritan uprising knocked all that on
the head, but Puritanism was at least pre-
occupied with moral ideas, and developed
an excitement about sin which was at all
events a sign of intellectual ferment. And
then we did indeed decline into a comfort-
able sort of security, into a stale classical
tradition, with pompous and sonorous writ-
ing on the one hand, and with neatness,
literary finish, and wit rather than humour on
the other. That was a dull, stolid, dignified
time; and it was focussed into a great figure
of high genius, filled with the combative
common-sense which Englishmen admire,
the figure of Dr. Johnson. His influence,
his temperament, portrayed in his match-
less biography, did indeed dominate literary